
 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 23, 2013  
BEDMINSTER MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

 
 
The regular October 23, 2013 meeting of the Bedminster Municipal Authority was 

called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Chairman Jay Heacock.  The following Board members were 
present: Vice Chairman Joe Guagno, Treasurer Larry Longacre and Secretary Craig 
Trauger. Assistant Secretary/Treasurer Lou McKay was excused from attendance. 

 
Also present at the invitation of the Board were the following: 
 
 Michael Sullivan, Administrator/Operator 
 Jonathan Reiss, Esq., Grim, Biehn & Thatcher 
 Douglas Berg, P.E., Entech Engineering 
 
 
MINUTES 
 

Upon motion of Mr. Guagno, seconded by Mr. Longacre, the Board approved the 
minutes of the Joint meeting with the Board of Supervisors for September 25, 2013 
joint board meeting 4-0. 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Guagno, seconded by Mr. Trauger, the Board approved the 
minutes of the September 25, 2013 board meeting 4-0. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

A. Confirmed Appointments – There were none. 
B. From the Floor – The property owners for the Kobaz/Wallner project addressed 

the board and the Authority professional staff with regards to the potential 
recapture provisions in their sewer service agreement. Mr. Berg explained that 
the recapture fee would be based on the number of connections that could be 
made to the newly constructed line and the density of any future developments 
that could utilize the line. Mr. Reiss suggested that the property owners 
research the County Courthouse records to ascertain if there are any deed 
restrictions on the surrounding properties. He also detailed what fees can be 
included in the calculation for the recapture fee. He further noted the procedures 
for collecting the tapping fees once the tapping fee has been approved by 
resolution by the Board. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

The Authority Administrator reported that he had researched whether previous 
credits had been issued for reported dirty water complaints as requested by the 
Board. It was determined that several minor unauthorized credits were issued by 
the previous administrator. The Authority Board reiterated that no credits should be 
issued without Board approval. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

Mr. Sullivan read the Treasurer’s Report, dated October 18, 2013. The Board 
generally discussed several line items contained in the treasurers’ report and the 
general ledger related to the classification of funds of the Lenhart/Feller as 
requested by Mr. Longacre. Additionally it was noted that the recapture payment for 
the property at 212 Twin Oaks is included in the bill payment list less the 
administrative fees. A motion was made by Mr. Trauger, seconded by Mr. Longacre 
to approve the Treasurer’s Report. The motion passed with a 4-0 vote. 
 
After a review of the bill payment list, a motion was made by Mr. Longacre, 
seconded by Mr. Trauger to approve and pay the October bills in the amount of 
$103,879.28 (Pennland Farms - $9,287.86 Estates at Deep Run Creek $3,488.28). 
The motion passed unanimously 4-0. 
 

 
SOLICITOR'S REPORT 
 
  
Authority Business – 
 

Mr. Reiss directed the Board to his written report. He then noted that he had one 
item for executive session to be discussed after the meeting pertaining to potential 
litigation. 

 
Developments –  
 
 The Authority Solicitor directed the Board to his written report. 
   
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 

A. Authority Projects 
 
 The Authority’s Engineer generally reviewed the projects within the written 
engineering report.  
 

1. Dean Drive Sewer Project - Payment Application #4 for $9,429.08 to Betta 
Construction. A motion was made by Mr. Trauger, seconded by Mr. Longacre to 
approve payment application #3. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote. 

2. Dean Drive Sewer Project - Certificate of Substantial Completion – Mr. Berg 
Recommended to the Board that they Authorize the Chairman to execute the 
Certificate of Substantial Completion for the Dean Drive Sewer Project. Mr. 
Longacre moved to accept the recommendation and to allow the Chairman to 
execute the document when available. Mr. Guagno seconded the motion which 
passed by a unanimous vote. 

3. Mr. Berg reported that restoration continues with the Dean Drive sewer project with 
the various contractors outside of the original contract. Mr. Sullivan reported that 
there were additional request for work by the property owner outside of the agreed 
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upon list of items that the Board had approved. The Board chose to adhere to the 
original list of items that they had agreed to perform for the property owner. 

4.  
B. Developments 

 
Mr. Berg reported that the Sheetz/Darby sewer construction project has completed 
the 18 month maintenance period and recommended that the Board terminate the 
maintenance period. Mr. Guagno moved to accept the recommendation to 
terminate the maintenance period as of November 23, 2013 and return all funds 
after verification that all professional fees and outstanding invoices have been paid. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Longacre and passed by a 4-0 aye vote. 
 
Mr. Berg also provided an update to the Board to the proposed Weis Market 
development. Mr. Berg reported that the planning module has been submitted to the 
PA DEP for review and that the subscription agreement is being finalized by the 
Sewer Group. 

  
OPERATORS REPORT – The Authority operator reported that Toll Brothers has agreed to 
perform the requested upgrades to the treatment plant to address the effluent holding tank 
dissolved oxygen levels. Mr. Berg stated that he is waiting for shop drawing submittals for 
the proposed equipment. 
 
AUTHORITY REPORT – Mr. Sullivan reported that staff has changed the location of the 
pressure reducing valve in several houses where there were problems during the flushing 
procedures. He noted there is one resident that has asked for compensation related to 
damage property related to the broken meter. The Board requested further information 
related to the Authority’s insurance and an itemized list of the damaged property.  
 
Mr. Trauger asked if there were any water quality complaints registered with the Authority 
for the previous month’s operations. Mr. Sullivan noted that although staff was continuing 
to follow up on the original complaints generated from the public meeting, there were no 
additional water quality complaints reported. Mr. Sullivan will attach a report generated 
from the meeting with the PA DEP related to the water quality issues to these meeting 
minutes. Mr. Berg stated that he had a subsequent meeting with the DEP representatives 
and the chemical manufacturer to review the type of chemical being used in Bedminster 
and the application. It was determined that the current chemical being used is the most 
appropriate and that it is being applied as specified by the manufacturer. 
 
  
General Matters 
 

1. 1st Draft – 2014 Budget – The Authority Administrator presented the first draft of the 
2014 operating budget for the Board. The Board generally discussed several items 
related to future tapping fees and projected revenue. After a lengthy discussion, the 
Board directed the administrator to make several minor adjustments to the draft 
budget and to prepare the final budget for their consideration and approval at the 
November 2013 Authority Board meeting. 

2. The Board directed the Authority administrator upon motion by Mr. Trauger, second 
by Mr. Longacre to prepare a letter endorsing the reappointment of Vice Chairman 
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Guagno to another five year term on the Authority Board. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
 

CHAIRMAN’S MINUTE 
 
 Adjournment – There being no further business, the Board, upon motion of Mr.  
Guagno, seconded by Mr. Longacre and with a 4-0 aye vote, adjourned at 7:55 pm and 
entered in to an executive session to discuss a matter of potential litigation. 
 
 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  BY: _____________________________________
    Bedminster Municipal Authority 


